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Dear Students, 

The Department of African, African American, and Diaspora Studies 

(AAAD)  is pleased to present this catalog of courses that our faculty will be 

teaching next semester. Our classes cover a broad geographical, chronological, and 

thematic range of subject areas, including Africa, the Americas, and Europe, along 

with Politics and History; Literature; Linguistics; Anthropology; Gender and 

Sexuality; Pop Culture, Art, and Music; and Law. Thus, if you are interested in 

African civilizations, Black womenôs activism, Caribbean culture, the US Civil 

Rights Movement, the history of American slavery, the Black Lives Matter 

movement, or virtually any other topic having to do with people of African descent 

in nearly any part of the world, we certainly offer courses that would be of interest. 

For more about our department, the options for majoring and minoring in 

AAAD, our renowned African languages program, or information about our 

facultyôs research, publications, and courses, please visit our website. We look 

forward to seeing you next semester! 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit us at: https://aaad.unc.edu/  

or 109 Battle Hall, UNC-Chapel Hill  

Contact us at: aaad@unc.edu (email) 

Follow us on Twitter: @UNC_AAAD 
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AAAD 54 : African Migrations, Boundaries, Displacements, and Belonging (FYS ) 

 

Instructor : Michael Lambert 

Meeting Times: MW 1:25PM - 2:40PM 

 

Description: Boundary making, migration, and population displacement have been significant 

dimensions of the contemporary African experience. How has boundary making, broadly defined 

(inclusive of national borders, rural-urban distinctions, and ethnic and racial groupings, for 

example), shaped contemporary Africa? What types of and through what processes were 

boundaries were created? How did the African people respond to these processes? What 

population displacements unfolded in the context of this boundary making? And how did the 

people of Africa make sense of and understand boundary making, migration, and displacement? 

These are some of the questions we will be examining in this interactive and discussion oriented 

class. We will build our examination of these issues around six novels written by African 

authors. These novels will provide insight into the ways by which boundaries, migration, and 

displacement impacted the everyday lives of the African people. 

 

 



- 5 - 
 

 

 

 



- 6 - 
 

 

 

 



- 7 - 
 

AAAD 200 : Gender & Sexuality in Africa  

Instructor : Lydia Boyd 

Meeting Times: TuTh 12:30PM - 1:45PM 

 

Description: Introduction to the study of gender and sexuality in African societies. Theoretical 

questions relating to the cross-cultural study of gender will be a primary focus. Topics include 

historical perspectives on the study of kinship and family in Africa and the impact of colonialism 

and other forms of social change. 

 

 

 

AAAD 231 : African American History since 1865  

 

Instructor : Ronald Williams 

Meeting Times: TuTH 3:30PM - 4:45PM 

 

Description: This course focuses on the history of African Americans since emancipation. 

 

 

 

AAAD 240: African American Politics  

 

Instructor : Ronald Williams 

Meeting Times: TuTh 2:00PM - 3:15PM 

 

Description: A survey of African American political development from emancipation to the 

present. The course examines the dynamics of minority group politics with African Americans as 

the primary unit of analysis. Students consider African American politics in domestic and global 

contexts and issues of local, regional, national, and international relevance. 
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Department of African, African American, and Diaspora Studies 
 

AAAD 258 CIVIL RIGHTS   FALL 2022   M 7:30-10:00 PM       

 

 

 

 

 

This course explores the Civil Rights Movement in the United States (1954-1968), 

with emphasis on the role of young people, students, women, the working class 

and several less celebrated giants of the era, as well as more familiar figures like 

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  Why did the movement happen when it did?  Do all 

scholars even agree on its beginning and end dates?  How was the struggle 

sustained? What in the end was accomplished in these years? Topics will include 

the legal battles in the courts and the freedom struggle in the streets, and will 

include in depth coverage of the battleground that was Little Rock Central High 

(pictured above).   Class discussion, based on exceptionally interesting readings, 

will loom large in this course. 

 

Instructor of AAAD 258 (001):  ROBERT PORTER, 

winner of multiple teaching awards 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/nostri-imago/3127025476
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
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AAAD  284: Contemporary Perspectives on the African Diaspora in the Americas  

 

Instructor : Joseph Jordan 

Meeting Times: TuTh 3:30PM - 4:45PM 

 

Description: An interdisciplinary survey of African-descendant communities and the 

development and expression of African/black identities in the context of competing definitions of 

diaspora. 
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                AAAD 286 The African Diaspora in the Colonial Americas, 1450-1800 

 

This course explores the experiences of African descended peoples in the Americas, pre-1800, with 

special attention to Brazil and, in North America, to the 13 colonies, (future) Canada, and Caribbean. 

Major themes include gender, culture, labor and resistance.  Memorable readings, including both 

primary and secondary sources, will feature prominently. Discussions and class participation are central 

to this class.  

Instructor: Robert Porter, winner of multiple teaching awards 

Meeting Times: MW 3:35PM - 4:50PM 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC 

BY-SA 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:EquianoExeterpainting.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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AAAD  290: Topics in African, African American, and Diaspora Studies  

 

Instructor : Torri Staton 

Meeting Times: Mo. 4:40PM - 5:40PM 

 

Description: This course will focus on race, racism, and racial equity in the U.S.  This course 

examines history, systems, and interracial interactions that have shaped modern-day American 

society as well as current systemic barriers.  Students will learn vocabulary, examine race 

relations, examine systems, and reflect upon them in this course. (This section of AAAD 290 is 

a one credit hour course.) 
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AAAD 298: Blacks in British North America 
(MW, 5:45-7:00pm; 0007 Gardner Hall)  

 

 

 

This course explores the years before emancipation in the British Empire in 

1833/34, with particular emphasis on Britain, the thirteen colonies in North 

America, Barbados, Bermuda and the lands that later became Canada. We will 

particularly concern ourselves with this central content question: In the British 

Empire what brought about the end of 1) the transatlantic slave trade and 2) the 

institution of slavery (at least in the book of law). We consider a wide range of 

actors in this course, from enslaved freedom fighters in the colonies to members 

of the British parliament. Readings extend from exceedingly interesting secondary 

sources to moving primary sources that are of permanent, lasting value to 

historians. Discussions, debates and student participation are at the center of 

AAAD 298. 

Instructor: Robert Porter, winner of numerous teaching awards 

 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/defenceimages/6881931415/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
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AAAD 300:  Cultures of Health and Healing in Africa  

 

Instructor : Lydia Boyd 

Meeting Times: TuTh, 3:30PM - 4:45PM 

 

Description: This course explores contemporary economic, political, and social factors 

influencing the health and welfare of African peoples. Emphasis is placed on understanding the 

cultural perspectives that shape non-Western experiences of health, disease, and notions of 

spiritual and physical well-being. Readings draw from the fields of anthropology, history, and 

public health. 
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